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UBI concept: Introduction

Source: unsplash.com

Online survey: results

Data and Methods

Suggestions for further research

• Include more media platforms into the research (e.g. TV, radio, etc.)

• Conduct the multidimensional data analysis for some variables to 
examine the interaction effects (e.g. a prior contact and level of support 
for the concept)

• Content analysis of the Czech media

➢ national daily press, regional media, magazines & Internet

➢ time period between 1.1.2018 – 31.1.2020

➢ 150 articles with a label Unconditional Basic Income

➢ 21 arguments ‘in favour’ (11)  and  ‘against’ (10) 

UBI under study

• Survey with a representative sample

➢ N = 1001 (respondents)

➢ 3.2.2020 – 9.2.2020

➢ Online from Czech National Panel

• Top 3 frequently discussed arguments in the Czech public discourse

➢ fear of the decreasing work motivation and idleness – 69%

➢ it is an expensive measure, a problem with funding might occur –
63% 

➢ capability of UBI to alleviate poverty and inequalities – 56%

➢ could create higher financial dependency on the state – 56% 

• Weak contact with the UBI topic in the Czech population (Graph 1)

• The most often the contact happened on the Internet or on TV

• Ca. 50% of the population support UBI in CZ, ca. 50% is against (Graph 2)

• Czechs are inclined to doubt the positive impacts which UBI could bring; 
they are more convinced of negative outcomes 

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

• How is the UBI concept 
reflected and presented in 
Czech media and public 
discourses?

• How are the individual 
arguments from the media 
discourse mirrored into the 
attitudes of the general public? 

• What is the level of support for 
UBI in the Czech Republic?
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Graph 1. Prior contact with the UBI topic.                                     
N = 1001

Map. Czech media and public discourses (main findings)

Graph 2. General level of support for the UBI concept.              
N = 1001

“Basic Income is an income paid by
the state to each full member or
accredited resident of a society,
regardless of whether he or she
wishes to engage in paid
employment, or is rich or poor or, in
other words, independently of any
other sources of income that person
might have, and irrespective of
cohabitation arrangements in the
domestic sphere.” D. Raventós (2007)

RELEVANCE OF THE CONCEPT

• Automation & digitalization of work

• Precarization of employment

• Rising inequalities

• Declining power of unions

• Call for a change of existing welfare 
state and its policies (Diamond & 
Lodge, 2014) 

Content analysis: results

• Top 3 frequently discussed arguments in the Czech media

➢ more time for non-paid activities (family care, volunteering, making 
art, etc.) – 37%

➢ capability of UBI to alleviate poverty and inequalities – 35%

➢ fear of the decreasing work motivation and idleness – 31%

• A majority of the Czech authors comment on UBI neutrally

• The main speakers in the articles are politicians, businessmen and 
economists of a foreign origin

• Average article about UBI in the sample: in the broadsheet media, comes 
directly from an editorial staff, UBI is a peripheral topic, contains 
references to the pilot experiments or topic-relevant studies, no 
discussions on UBI financing options
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