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Abstract: 
In many foreign or second language classrooms world-wide, learners are exposed to a surprisingly similar environment of instruction, which is suggestive of a 'communicative cocoon' spun by teachers to foster and scaffold target language learning in systematic ways. The discursive design of the cocoon is relatively simple and inflexible. In the research literature, it is often referred to as IRF (initiation, response, follow-up). Cocooned away from the complexity, creativity, and limited predictability of language use outside of the classroom, however, large numbers of language learners fail to develop into communicatively competent speakers of the target language. In my talk, I present and discuss examples of spontaneous, improvised learner discourse produced in EFL classrooms in Germany. The examples were gathered as part of an ongoing research project aiming at illuminating the potential of improvisation and creativity to enhance learners' target language oral proficiency.
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