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Samuel Beckett (1906-1989), irsky dramatik a prozaik a nositel
Nobelovy ceny za literaturu by se 13. dubna dozil sta let.
Spisovatel, ktery svou hrou Cekdéni na Godota zplsobil doslova
prevrat na poli moderniho divadla, a romdnovou trilogii
Molloy, Malone umira a Nepojmenovatelny polozil a zaroven i
otrasl zaklady postmoderni prozy, ve svém dile proslulym
zplUsobem zachytil existencidlni krizi soudobého c¢lovéka a
odhalil az na kost samotné hranice uméni. Pro Becketta byl
ovsem stejné priznacny i nezaménitelny cerny humor.

ACkoli Beckettova dramata a prozaické texty vehementné
popiraji, ze by snad Clovék mohl zjistit, kde je jeho misto ve
svété, a jakkoli ovlivnit okolni déni, spisovatel sam se po
cely zivot v tomto déni angazoval: za druhé svétové valky byl
aktivnim Gclastnikem francouzského protifasistického odboje a
za dob Studené valky poté soustavné podporoval disidenty ve
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vychodni Evropé. V roce 1982 napsal pro tehdy uvéznéného
Vaclava Havla hru Katastrofa ; toto drama bylo inscenovano na
Avignonském divadelnim festivalu, oba spisovatelé spolu
pozdéji korespondovali a Havel vyjadril sv(j dik mimo jiné i
tim, ze Beckettovi vénoval svou hru Chyba .

Velvyslanectvi Irska ve spoluprdaci s Kabinetem irskych studii
FFUK k tomuto vyznamnému vyrocCi porada vystavu o Beckettove
zivoté a dile . Tuto putovni vystavu iniciovala irska vlada;
na své pouti evropskymi mésty se vystava zastavi v prazském
Karolinu od 10. do 19. dubna.

Oteviraci doba vystavy: vsSedni dny od 10 do 18 hod. Vstup
volny. Adresa: Univerzita Karlova — Karolinum, Ovocny trh 3-5,
Praha 1.

Blizsi informace: Markéta Ivanova, Velvyslanectvi Irska, tel.
257 530 061-4, e-mail marketa.ivanova @ dfa.ie

13 April marks the centenary of Samuel Beckett (1906-1989),
Irish playwright, prose writer and Nobel Prize laureate.
Beckett created a proper revolution in modern theatre by his
play Waiting for Godot ; in his trilogy of novels Molloy,
Malone Dies and The Unnamable he laid the foundations of
postmodern fiction, typically shaking them at the very same
time. His work poignantly captures the existential crisis of
modern humankind and lays bare the very limits of art.
However, a unique brand of dark humour is another defining
characteristic of all that Beckett wrote.

Despite the fact that Beckett’s plays and prose vehemently
deny any possibility of finding out about one’s situation in
the world and being engaged in its affairs, Beckett as an
individual has consistently engaged in these. He was an active
member of the French Resistance movement during World War II,
and was a staunch supporter of dissidents in Eastern Europe.
In 1982 he dedicated Catastrophe to Vaclav Havel who had been



imprisoned in Czechoslovakia; the play was produced at the
Avignon Theatre Festival and gave rise to an eventual
correspondence between the two authors. Havel expressed his
gratitude to Beckett by dedicating his play Chyba (An Error)
to him.

To mark this important anniversary, the Embassy of Ireland is
going to host, in cooperation with the Centre for Irish
Studies, Charles University, an exhibition entitled “Samuel
Beckett: The Life and the Work.” The exhibit — commissioned by
the Government of Ireland — will stop on its way through
European cities in the Prague Karolinum from 10 till 19 April.

Opening Hours of the Exhibition: 10 AM — 6 PM on weekdays.
Free entry. Address: Univerzita Karlova — Karolinum, Ovocny
trh 3-5, Praha 1.

Further Information: available from Markéta Ivanova, Embassy
of Ireland, tel. 257 530 061-4, e-mail: marketa.ivanova @
dfa.ie



